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The goal of Jackson County Health Department (JCHD) is to vaccinate as many people as possible, as
quickly as possible. However, we must also conduct the vaccination program within the parameters
established by CDC and Illinois Department of Public Health.
Vaccination Phases, Eligible Individuals, Estimated Timeline:

Vaccine Supply, Need for Priority Groups: Currently, local health departments are receiving vaccine
shipments weekly. The number of doses allotted to Jackson County each week continues to fluctuate,
which hampers local planning efforts. JCHD does not control what brand of vaccine it receives.
While vaccine supply remains limited, only individuals eligible in the current (or previous) priority
group can be vaccinated. Priority groups are developed by a CDC advisory group (ACIP), adopted by
CDC, then adopted (with or without changes) by the State of Illinois. Those administering vaccine
must follow the State guidance, and cannot independently choose who to vaccinate or not vaccinate.
The State of Illinois vaccination plan can be found at http://www.dph.illinois.gov/covid19/vaccinefaq, and it may be supplemented by additional information sent to local health departments.
Receiving Vaccination Updates: JCHD does NOT maintain a registry or sign-up list for individuals
interested in being vaccinated. Information related to those individuals eligible under various
vaccination phases is provided in this Weekly Update, and on www.jchdonline.org. JCHD has also
partnered with Jackson County Emergency Management Agency to utilize the Nixle messaging system
to send out vaccination updates by text and/or email. For registration online, please go to nixle.com
and insert your mailing zip code. If your zip code is not registered, please use “62966”. Make sure
that you are selecting “Jackson County Emergency Management Agency” for the correct alerts. For
registration by text messaging, please text your mailing zip code to 888777. If your zip code is not
registered, please use “62966”. Make sure that you are selecting “Jackson County Emergency
Management Agency” for the correct alerts.
It will likely be at least April 2021 before vaccine becomes available to the general public (i.e. anyone
not eligible under one of the priority groups). At an undetermined point, the Federal government will
begin distributing vaccine to other medical providers and pharmacies for them to administer, as well.
Vaccination Clinics: As of Jan. 8, approx. 2,000 eligible individuals in Jackson County have been
vaccinated. JCHD is currently holding vaccination clinics twice a week for Phase 1a-eligible individuals.
These clinics are restricted to healthcare workers and are NOT open to the general public. Once
clinics are opened up to larger portions of the population, JCHD will be posting more public
information about clinic times, locations, etc. Online appointment scheduling will be available.
Vaccination Records and Second Doses: Those vaccinated are given a paper record which shows the
patient’s name, date administered, and the brand of vaccine. Those who receive Pfizer vaccine can
get a second dose at least 21 days after the first dose. Those receiving Moderna vaccine must wait at
least 28 days. The paper record should be retained and brought when receiving a second dose to
speed up the process. Illinois residents receiving vaccinations are entered into the I-CARE statewide
immunization registry, as well. TIP: Take a photo of the front and back of your paper record, in case
you lose it.
Post-Vaccination Reactions, Potential Side Effects: A few individuals may feel flush or have other
mild reactions right after being vaccinated. A 15-minute post-vaccination monitoring period is
recommended for that reason. At JCHD clinics staff observe those who have a seat in the observation
area to ensure they are well before departing.
Beyond that period, mild side effects are a normal sign that your body is building protection against
the COVID-19 virus. These side effects may affect your ability to perform regular daily activities, but
should go away in a day or two. To read more about potential side-effects from the vaccine, click
here.

The vaccine will not cause someone to test positive for COVID-19. Someone who tests positive after
being vaccinated likely was exposed prior to, or right after, vaccination. The act of receiving a
vaccination does not create a need for someone to quarantine or isolate. It takes up to two weeks for
a person’s immune system to realize the full benefit from each dose.
Length of Immunity: There is no definitive data on how long immunity will last with a vaccine. A
COVID-19 vaccine will trigger an immune system response to develop active immunity. Active
immunity results when exposure to a disease organism triggers the immune system to produce
antibodies to that disease. If an immune person comes into contact with that disease in the future,
their immune system will recognize it and immediately produce the antibodies needed to fight it.
Although we don't know exactly how long immunity will last for the specific vaccines in trial, active
immunity can be long-lasting.
Other Factors Impacting Vaccinations: At whatever point you are otherwise eligible to be vaccinated,
if any of the following conditions currently exist you cannot be vaccinated:
•

You are currently ill with COVID or have COVID-like symptoms, you have received another
vaccination in the two weeks prior or expect another vaccination in the two weeks afterward,
or you have received monoclonal antibody treatment or convalescent plasma treatment
within the past 90 days.

Post-Vaccination Precautions: Continue to wear a mask, social distance and practice other
precautions following vaccination. The recommendation to take such precautions will likely be in
effect until health authorities determine public health risks have been minimized sufficiently
through vaccination efforts (“herd immunity”).
All of the information provided remains subject to change. Any timelines provided are only
estimations.
Links:
IDPH COVID-19 Vaccine
CDC COVID-19 Vaccine

